
THE SCOOP 

I-5/ SR16 Nalley Valley Interchange                               By James Bosa 

KLB Construction began mobbing equipment down to the 

Nalley Valley area in December of 2008 to get ready for our portion 

of the contract owned by WSDOT and managed by general contractor 

Atkinson Construction.  If you have driven on I-5 through Tacoma 

over the past couple of years you will have noticed construction of the 

first phase already in progress and completed by another contractor. 

This phase, that KLB is apart of provides for the improve-

ments of I-5 in Pierce County  (MP 131.82 thru MP 133.70) and SR16 

(MP 0.00 thru MP 1.14) - WB Nalley Valley Interchange reconstruc-

tion.  The contract calls for clearing, grubbing, grading, surfacing, 

paving, drainage, constructing sign structures, structural earth retain-

ing walls, construction of new bridge structures, installing illumina-

tion, permanent signing, pavement signing and markings.   

KLB Construction’s  contracted work consists of:  Roadway 

Ex 125,000cy , Pond Ex 115,000 cy , Structure Ex 60,000 cy, Gravel 

Borrow 300,000 tons, Pipe 26,000lf, MSE Walls 28,000 SF. 
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                         JOB HIGHLIGHTS 
Jon Huston, a long time KLB employee has been utilizing 

the Trimble GPS unit when staking all of our work for the project.  

The Trimble has also been a key element to build the access pads for 

the many shafts on the project.   

Travis Orick and his crew are installing some of the 

26,000lf of pipe throughout the project.   

Over the past four months KLB’s Komatsu 600 Excavator, 

operated by Kevin Wuhrman, has been the main work horse in vari-

ous excavations around the project.  Our trucks have been flooding 

the area with anywhere from 12-16 trucks on a daily basis importing 

gravel borrow and exporting structure ex and roadway ex.   

Together both KLB Construction and Atkinson have 

jointly developed water treatment facilities in order to treat turbid 

water (muddy water running off the jobsite) before it enters the city 

of Tacoma Storm drainage system.  

KLB is currently building a 150,000tn fill that will be the 

new Sprague onramp to WB & EB Hwy 16.  KLB will also start 

building two MSE walls that range from 5-20ft in height & 550 to 

800ft in length.   

There are still many challenges ahead: Access and Traffic 

are a couple, however KLB is up to the challenges and will forge 

ahead.  With the project scheduled to be completed in June 2011 

there is roughly 80% of KLB’s portion of the contract remaining.   



Page 2 

 KLB Safety Beat 

Spotlighting jobs and crews that put the extra effort into demonstrating  SAFETY.  Kevin 

Rask, our newest member to the KLB Safety Team has been honing in on KLB projects 

central to the main office area while Zak Collins remains the key contact for a majority of 

our projects a bit further away.  Their goal is to NOT take pictures of unsafe situations, but 

to key in on what our crews are excelling at and then highlight their efforts to the entire 

company.  Be safe and make it your goal to see a picture of yourself in the Safety Beat! 

To All 

  The 2009 construction season has started out a little different than in the 

past! While WSDOT has a good forecast for the later part of the year Joe, Jane, 

Brenden and Jen have spent countless hours working on estimates for the up coming 

Summer. While we are considerably better than most contractors in our field, it has 

had the estimating team on their ñAò game! If you happen to cross paths, it would be 

nice gesture to recognize this team for their countless hours and efforts that  

keep us all working. 

 On the safety front, we have hired a new safety team member by the name of 

Kevin Rask to assist Zak in keeping us all safe.  We need to ask everyone to be on a 

heightened alert in regards to accidents. Our EMR has climbed for two reasons; first, 

due to how L&I  calculates the rate and second, we have had a few incidents that have 

weighed in on our rating.  We can only hope that everyone works with Zak and his team 

to get these numbers down since we are more frequently being asked for our EMR his-

tory prior to bidding certain types of projects.  

 Challenges are what makes us who we are, and how we deal with those challenges 

in both an up and down season says a lot about our company! We would ask everyone to 

pull together and put your game face on, when we react positively the outcome is  

always for the better!  

Stay Safe  

KLB and BG  
 

JOB:  208809  North Creek, Bothell 

 

FOREMAN: Vincent Ford 

 

CREW: Chris Heistand, Jeremiah Framstad, Josh 

Framstad, Gary Vanderbranden,  

Chris Hendrickson  

 

On the Bothell North Creek job, this crew had 

a tight situation.  They were working and ma-

neuvering around bundles of fiber optics and 

effectively installed nearly 500ô of 48ò concrete 

sewer pipe into a trench nearly 23ô in depth.   

 

The crew went above and beyond to make 

sure that all safety precautions were taken 

care of. 

 

Great job crew!  
Squeeze! 
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Jeff Hassebrock  (not “Sam” as his coveralls state!) 

Education: 2009 graduate from Arch Bishop Murphy in Everett, WA. 

     Regis University in Denver, CO will be his next stop with a  

     challenging major in Bio Chemistry/Pre-Med. 

Job Description Info: 

Jeff began working at KLB in the Spring of 2009.  The main draw to KLB was the after 

school hours he was offered while in his senior year, the yard is relatively close to his 

Mukilteo home, and he would never repeat the same day at work.  Everyday he is asked 

to do something new or completely out of the ordinary.  Jeff said is favorite duty is 

“sweeping the yard for nails and anything metal that could puncture your tire with a giant 

magnet.”  He was recently asked to assemble some prizes for our up coming company 

picnic, grade the driveway with our D5 and always help the office staff with any really 

heavy file boxes.  Jeff would be considered the “greenest” employee of KLB -  his job 

duties include collecting and filling the recycle bin on a daily basis.  Thank you Jeff, we 

are lucky to have you for the rest of the Summer. 

Christian Spencer  
Education: 2008 Graduate of Kamiack High School in Mukilteo, WA 

     Santa Clara University sophomore; Major Business Finance Class of 2012 

 

Job Description Info: This is Christian’s 2nd Summer with KLB.  Last Summer he was our full 

time eyes and ears of KLB (ie: front desk attendant).  This year he is taking on added responsi-

bilities and a more overall experience.  Christian has been able to assist in the Accounts Payable 

department, act as the main liaison  and data collector for an audit, as well as back up for the 

front desk.  Christian has lived in Mukiteo his entire life therefore KLB Construction was always 

a name he saw and a label he recognized.  This Summer Christian intends to experience more 

aspects of the construction industry by  digging into the accounting and finance side of things. 

Ryan Stevens 
Education:  Central WA University  

Class of 2010 Construction Management  

Program 

 

Job Description:  Ryan is beginning his 2nd 

Summer as an Engineer Assistant Intern with 

KLB.  Ryan was drawn to KLB by the smaller 

company atmosphere and ability to experience 

many areas of the industry.  Ryan appears rather 

paper-overloaded in this photo above (it must 

have been a Monday with time)  however he 

does have the opportunity to spend a good 

amount of time in the field literally learning the 

trades first hand.  He has had the opportunity to 

operate various pieces of equipment, grade 

check, and get right into it with the laborers.  

Ryan’s ultimate goal is to work as an engineer / 

project manager after graduation and KLB was 

the top choice on his list! 

Ali Ragih  
Education: Western Washington Univer-

sity class of 2012, his major is still unde-

cided at this point, although he would like 

to remain in some realm of the construc-

tion industry. 

Job Description:  Ali has grown up 

around the construction industry and real-

ized at an early age this environment was 

a good fit for him.  Ali has interned with 

KLB during past Summer breaks and 

takes great pride in the work he is given. 

He started out as an assistant to the main-

tenance crew and has most recently been 

an engineer assistant.  Ali said “his job is 

meaningful and he truly feels it has a pur-

pose.”  Ali spends his time between the 

main office, Bellevue and Everett  

projects. 

James Anderson 
Education: University of Washington under-

grad 2003; Global Business. Returning to UW 

in the Fall to receive his 2nd Bachelor’s in 

Computer Science - to be completed by Spring 

2010. 

Job Description: James was drawn to the 

Summer IT Internship due to the mix of old/

new concepts that the position  advertised for. 

His project list for the Summer include Tech-

nical writing, language program writing for 

our Zonar GPS system, and jobsite IT set up.  

James really enjoyed the atmosphere at KLB 

and was more than excited NOT to wear a suit 

and tie everyday.  James comes to us from 

Sony in CA where he was a Senior Technol-

ogy Coordinator.  After he gains more experi-

ence this Summer and completes his 2nd BS 

James’ future goals include writing and  

engineering software.    
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WHEN:     Sunday July 12  12:00 to 3:30pm  
WHERE:   Camp Patterson at Silver Lake  
        11400 W. Silver Lake Drive, Everett  
We are planning fun activities, great food, great prizes and good 
family fun!  Bring your lawn chairs or a blanket and be ready to  

enjoy a great barbecue and some Summer Sunshine (hopefully)!   
 
*Note: You may want to wear your cleats and bring gloves for the  
intense Tug-o-War match!    

 

trernecsh   

bldiu   

rcew   

aefmnro   

aeamhrm   

rtkuc   

lian   

rwesc   

tokfirlf   

irgged   

idtr   

oeenrcct   

Construction Word Scramble  

Seat t le  Works  Day - Sponsored by  KLB Cons t ruc t ion   
 On  Sa tu rday J u n e 6 , 2009 th e graciou s  volu n teers  you  see p ictu red  below (m os t a ll 
were KLB employees) gave up their afternoon to volunteer at Seattleôs Golden Gardenôs  
wet lan d pon ds  an d br idge a reas .  Th e an n u a l Sea tt le Works  day brou gh t ou t  m ore th an  
1 ,000 volu n teers  to clea r  overgrowth , p lan t , an d gen era l clean u p.  
 On e project  in volved clea r in g eigh t  d ifferen t  k in ds  of evas ive p lan ts  a t  th e Golden   
Ga rden s  wet lan ds , n ea r th e br idge an d pon ds . Th is  day was  spon sored by KLB Con s tru ct ion . 
 Sea tt le Works  is  a  volu n teer  organ iza t ion  of m ore th an  2 ,500 gea red toward  profes -
sionals in their 30ôs and 40ôs.  Itôs purpose is to bring people together to do community  
service.  A b ig th an k  you  to Corey Ch r is ten sen  of KLB wh o organ ized an d facilita ted  th e KLB 
in volvem en t of Sea tt le Works  Day.   

 
Left: Zak 

Collins, Jacob 

Stead, Jens 

Johansen hard 

at work. 

 

Below: Launa 

Ownby getting 

dirty, and 

always smiling 

HAVE A SAFE AND  

FUN 4TH OF JULY!  


